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some form of detention in China than in any
other country. Both Evangelical Protestant
house church groups and Roman Catholics
have been targeted and named ‘‘a principal
threat to political stability’’ by the Central
Committee of China’s Communist party. In
recent months, in separate incidents 3 Chi-
nese Christian leaders were beaten to death
by Chinese authorities simply for their reli-
gious activities;

Whereas an Islamic court in Kuwait has
denied religious liberty to a convert from
Islam to Christianity, and the judge rec-
ommended that he be put to death;

Whereas 3 Christian leaders in Iran were
kidnapped and murdered during 1994 as part
of a crackdown on the Iranian Christian
community;

Whereas severe persecution of Christians is
also occurring in North Korea, Cuba, Viet-
nam, and certain countries in the Middle
East, to name merely a few;

Whereas religious liberty is a universal
right explicitly recognized in numerous
international agreements, including the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights and the
International Covenant on Civil and Politi-
cal Rights;

Whereas Pope John Paul II recently sound-
ed a call against regimes that ‘‘practice dis-
crimination against Jews, Christians, and
other religious groups, going even so far as
to refuse them the right to meet in private
for prayer,’’ declaring that ‘‘this is an intol-
erable and unjustifiable violation not only of
all the norms of current international law,
but of the most fundamental human free-
dom, that of practicing one’s faith openly,’’
stating that this is for human beings ‘‘their
reason for living’’;

Whereas the National Association of
Evangelicals in January 1996 issued a ‘‘State-
ment of Conscience and Call to Action,’’ sub-
sequently commended or endorsed by the
Southern Baptist Convention, the Executive
Council of the Episcopal Church, and the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church, United States of America. They
pledged to end their ‘‘silence in the face of
the suffering of all those persecuted for their
religious faith’’ and ‘‘to do what is in our
power to the end that the Government of the
United States will take appropriate action to
combat the intolerable religious persecution
now victimizing fellow believers and those of
other faiths’’;

Whereas the World Evangelical Fellowship
has declared September 29, 1996, and each an-
nual last Sunday in September, as an inter-
national day of prayer on behalf of per-
secuted Christians. That day will be observed
by numerous churches and human rights
groups around the world;

Whereas the United States of America
since its founding has been a harbor of refuge
and freedom to worship for believers from
John Winthrop to Roger Williams to William
Penn, and a haven for the oppressed, and has
guaranteed freedom of worship in this coun-
try for people of all faiths;

Whereas, unfortunately, the United States
has in many instances failed to raise force-
fully the issue of anti-Christian and other re-
ligious persecution and international con-
ventions and in bilateral relations with of-
fending countries; and

Whereas, however, in the past the United
States has forcefully taken up the cause of
other persecuted religious minorities, and
the United States has the ability to inter-
vene in a similar manner for persecuted
Christians throughout the world: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) unequivocally condemns the egregious
human rights abuses and denials of religious
liberty to Christians around the world, and

calls upon the responsible regimes to cease
such abuses;

(2) strongly recommends that the Presi-
dent expand and invigorate United States
international advocacy on behalf of per-
secuted Christians, and initiate a thorough
examination of all United States policies
that affect persecuted Christians;

(3) encourages the President to proceed as
expeditiously as possible in appointing a
White House special advisor on religious per-
secution; and

(4) applauds the actions of the World Evan-
gelical Fellowship in declaring an annual
international day of prayer on behalf of per-
secuted Christians.
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Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, when the House de-

bated budget reconciliation last October, I sub-
mitted a statement for the RECORD in support
of the provisions in the bill to reauthorize the
generalized system of preferences [GSP] duty-
free import program. Today, the House will
again debate this issue as part of a larger bill
to raise the minimum wage. I would like to
again reaffirm my support for the reauthoriza-
tion of the GSP Program. This program was
designed as a way to help less developed na-
tions export into the U.S. market. The GSP
Program allows duty-free imports of certain
products into the United States from over 100
GSP-eligible countries. The bill wisely provides
that import-sensitive products are not to be
subject to GSP treatment. Ceramic tile is a
clear example of an import-sensitive product
and is exactly the type of product which
should not be subject to lower tariffs under the
GSP Program.

Imports have dominated the U.S. ceramic
tile market for the last decade and they cur-
rently capture nearly 60 percent of the market.
This extraordinary level of import penetration
is a result, in part, of over 30 years of docu-
mented unfair predatory foreign trade prac-
tices including dumping, subsidies, Customs
fraud, import diversion, and abuse of a loop-
hole in the GSP. The American ceramic tile in-
dustry, though relatively small, is efficient and
competitive at normal tariff levels.

From its inception in the Trade Act of 1974,
the GSP Program has provided for the exemp-
tion of ‘‘articles which the President deter-
mines to be import-sensitive.’’ In light of the
history of unfair trade in ceramic tile and the
significant and growing import participation in
the U.S. ceramic tile market, the U.S. industry
has been recognized by successive Con-
gresses and administrations as import sen-
sitive, dating back to the Dillion and Kennedy
rounds of the General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade [GATT]. During this period the
American ceramic tile also has been forced to
defend itself from over a dozen petitions filed
by various designed GSP-eligible counties
seeking duty-free treatment for ceramic tile
into this market. If just one petitioning nation
succeeds in gaining GSP benefits for ceramic
tile, then by law, every GSP beneficiary coun-
try is also entitled to GSP duty-free benefits
for ceramic tile. If any of these petitions were
granted, it would eliminate American tile jobs
and could destroy the industry.

A major guiding principle of the GSP Pro-
gram has been reciprocal market access. Cur-
rent GSP eligible beneficiary countries supply
almost one-third of the U.S. ceramic tile im-
ports and they are increasing their sales and
market shares. U.S. ceramic tile manufactur-
ers, however, are still denied access to many
of these foreign markets. Many developing
counties maintain exclusionary tariff and non-
tariff mechanisms which serve to block the
entry of U.S. ceramic tile exports into these
markets. Industrial countries, including the Eu-
ropean Union [EU], may use less transparent
methods such as discriminatory product stand-
ards and testing methods to control their ce-
ramic tile imports and, in some cases, to divert
ceramic tile manufactured in third countries
over to the U.S. market by imposing restric-
tions on those third-country exports to the EU.

I am in support of the reauthorization of the
GSP Program and trust that import-sensitive
products such as tile will not be subject to
GSP.
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Mrs. CHENOWETH. Mr. Speaker, on Thurs-
day, August 1, I was unavoidably detained
and missed rollcall votes 379 and 380.

Had I been here, I would have voted: ‘‘yea’’
on rollcall 379 and ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 380.
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Mr. COYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to call at-
tention to the contribution that one of my con-
stituents, Mr. Peter Calaboyias, has made to
the 1996 Centennial Olympic games in At-
lanta.

Mr. Calaboyias, a resident of the Shadyside
neighborhood in Pittsburgh, created the sculp-
ture ‘‘Tribute’’ that adorns Centennial Park in
Atlanta. Mr. Calaboyias, who is also an art in-
structor at Grove City College, is a very tal-
ented sculptor. He has spent years designing
and creating this beautiful bronze sculpture,
which features three Olympic athletes.

In this work, Calaboyias has highlighted the
unchanging spirit of the Olympic games over
the last 2,700 years by incorporating three
separate athletes—one from ancient Greece,
one from the first modern Olympic games in
1896, and one representing the present and
future games—into his composition. The mod-
ern figure, incidentally, is a woman—to reflect
the changing nature of the games as well as
the values they share in common.

This outstanding sculpture is located in Cen-
tennial Plaza, the emotional focal point of the
Olympic games. Consequently, it will be seen
by millions of visitors—and by millions of tele-
vision viewers—in the course of the games.
After the games are over, ‘‘Tribute’’ will remain
as a lasting reminder of the glory and human
drama of the Centennial Olympics.
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